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IRTROUUCTION

In this naper, it is my purpose to trace the early
developments of the Church of God (Adventist). Commonly known
as the "Farion Party" or the "Snook and Brinkerhoff Company"
in those days, the Church still exists todoy with headruarters
in Stanberry, Nissouri.

It is not my intention to portray a history of this
Church, but to focus more clearly the reasons for its beginning
and the circumstances involved. Special attention will be given

to Elders B, F. Snook and W. H. Brinkerhoff as they initiate a

novement to oppose the Spirit of Prophecy.

THE EARLY DEVELOPMENTS OF THE CHURCH OF GOD (ADVEXTIST)

After the Civil %War was over, many thought that now the
Seventh-day Adventist Church could truly‘ prosper ir; ite mission
to proclaim the gospel without too many difficulties. Unfortu-
nately, they were wrong. Right in their own midst were dissenters
who were attempting to destroy some of the basic principles of
the Seventh-day Adventist Church.

Between Moy 17 through May 21, 1865, leaders of the church
met in Battle Creek, Michipan for the third snnual General Confe-
rence session. Elders B, F. Snook and William H. Brinkerhoff,
president and secretary-treasurer, respectively, of the Jown
Conference were present to represent their constituents. Both
were nualified men and had accomplished much for the church in
the early 18A0's.

Prior to Elders Snook and Brinkerhoff's coming to 'the
Ceneral Conference session, they had secretly "been sowing seeds
of discord in Iowa".l Discontentmenﬁ in regards to Ellen White's
visions and Elder James White's leadership in past years’wag pérh )
vading their thoughts, Although Elder Snook had confeésed ;n;tﬁe
Review and Herald both in 1842 and in 18A3 to hove opposed 5}&3{71

White, he still secretly maintained harsh feelings toward ;ﬁé




tes. By this time, Elder Snook had already influcnced Flder
2,3

>

trinkerhoff in rebellion and slander apainct the Whites,
With this disgruntled ottitude towards the Whites, both,
tlders Snook and Brinkerhoff, were seeking additional controver-
sial issues. Present at the Enttie Creek Church were two or three
nor-hAdventist wives accompanying their Adventist husbands to the
Gereral Conference session, As a matter of custom, these wives
vere dressed according to worldly standards and werc laden with
jewelry. Without taking any pains to learn their identity, Flders
Snook and Brinkerhoff returned to Towa from the Conference with
vgreat stories of the pride of the Battle Creek Church, and how
they saw them decorated with feathers and jewelry".h Throupghout

the Jowa Conference scandolous stories werc told of the evile of

the Adventist Church and especially those in Battle Creek. Further-
zore, Snook and Brinkerhoff emphasized their objections to Ellen

White's testimonies, and as J, N, Loughborough said: they "set out

to cause a division in our ranks in Iowa, with themselves as leesders,

and headruarters at lMerion". 1In a lettér to Elder Ingraham dnted
Fay 31, 1875, Elder Snook made the following pronosition: “How
vould you like to strike out on the old doctrine of the independence
of th? churches? Please answer by return mail".‘

Elders Snook and Brinkerhoff were not the first to vehement-
ly oppose Ellen White's testimonies. Both the Messenger and Hone
of Israel varties had previously attempted to rid the church of her

testimonies. These papers claimed, along with Elders Snook and

Brinkerhoff, that the Third Angel's lMessage would go forward much

more rapidly without the deterrence of the Spirit of Prophecy.7
tlder Gnook and Brinkerhoff opposed l'rs. White's testi-

monies to such an extent thst the following year in 184 ‘they

wrote a 27 page book The Vicions of E. G, White Not of God. In

this book, they stated their reasons for rejecting Ellen Vhite
as a true prophetess of God. Snook and Brinkerhoff clsimed thot
Joel's prophecy found in Joel 2:28 is perverted when spplied to
the Spirit of Prophecy. That Joel's prophecy was fulfilled when
Peter applied it to the outvouring of the Holy Spirit on the day
of Pentecost.8
Because of the unrestrained rebellion that had occured
in Iowa since the General Conference session in May, it wass ne-
cessary for Elder J. N. Loughborough and the Whites to come to
Pilot Grove, Iowa for a conference. On June 30 the entire day
was spent investigating into Snook and Brinkerhoff's teachings,
Elder Loughboroupgh presided as chairman of the investigation.
By the end of the day, both men had admitted that all their ob-
jections had been answered. In connection with this event, Elder
Loughborough states: ,

After = doy or co I saw each of them, sevarately, hand
to Brother White written confessions of their wrong course,
Not only did these men make these, written confessions, but
on Sunday of the conference, before a large audience of out=
side parties, Snook stzted that he had been,serving the devil
in his opposition to Erother and Sr. White,?

Elder Loughborough relates Elder Snook's confession:
I listened to the mighty testimonies of Brodther and

Sister White, driven home to my heart by the power of God.
Hard as T had my heart, it had to break and well up with




many teerrs thst pushed from my cyes. Thouphu ,: chn it
be possible t those who speak with so much spirit and
power of God arc deceivers? --No, no! such a thing can

not be, 10

Equally impressive is Elder Brinkerhoff's confession;

While there trying to fight my way through, you fully
sustsined your revutation as honest, consistent Christisns
under the third angel's mescage., 0, T feel sad when I think
how I have been working for the enemy. Can such wounds be
hezled? Such stains be washed out? I am now fully srtizfied
thet God is leading this people, and that the visit of Dro-
ther and Sister ite cnd Brother Loughborough wns not only
timely, but blessed of God, and under His guidance; and
that preat pood has resulted therefrom. I went there with-
out any confidence in the testimonies of Sister White, and
clso with doubts on our wosition in regard to the sanctuary.
I would now say that fect are taken out of the miry clay,
and fixed on &he sure foundation of truth, the testimonies
not excepted. 1

vith Snook and Brinkerhoff's confessions, the results were ob-
visuz—-many loyal supporters alrmo confessed their sin. 12

Three days after this specinl meeting in Pilot Grove,
the Towa Conference Constituency Meeting was also held at Pilot
Grove, At this time it was reported that the Iowa Conference
nembership totalled 472 members with Systematic Benevolence Pledges
of $2, 501,87,13

Because of the recent developments of the Snook and Brinker-
hoff Rebellion, the constituents did not re-elect them, They
elgcbed president, George I. Butler, of Vaukon; vice-president,
Ao A. Fairfield, of Liberty; Secretary, H. E. Carver, of Marion;
ind treasurer, Thomas Hare, of Morion. At thie time, both
Elders Snook and Brinkerhoff tendered their resipnation as ministers

to the Iowz Conference., After much consideration of oll the

circumstsnces involved in their case, however, the Conference
unsanimously voted not to zccept their resignntions. Additioﬁally,
the Conference voted to reruest that the General Conference
Committee recommend to the Iowa Conference Committee approopriate
action that would be in the interest of Elders Snook and
Brinkerhoff.15

Following the July 3 meecinﬁ held in Pilot Grove, both
Elders Snook and Brinkerhoff each wrote another confession which
appeared in the Review and Herald:

Bro. White: Permit me, as an unworthy worm of the dust,
to address the brethren and sisters as follows:

I wish to relieve my mind before you, and my God by confessing
that I now feel that I have been led by the wicked One in my
movements of late, especially in my opposition to the body.
Apparent difficulties in relation to sister VWhite's visions

have been accumulating in my mind for sometime. These were
magnified by the enemy until doubts resulted in unbelief and
rebellion., In this distressed state of mind I attended the
General Conference st Pattle Creek, last May. While there,

my mind was impressed that the church there was fast becoming
conformed to the world. without unbosoming myself to the
brethren there, and czlling for an explanation, I kent these
matters to myself till I had a pgood opportunity to pive vent

to my feelings by publishing these matters, which were a

trial to me, to the brethren away {rom there, I am now con-
vinced, that the church at Battle Creek fellowship none of I
the extravagant fashions thzt I saw there, and I am now led
to believe that they are doing what they can to live out the
truth and preserve the waymorks of our faith, + .

I believe that God is in our present system snd arrange-
ment of order, and my heart's desire is to conform to it un-
reservedly, and to live in subjection to God and my brethren
of expericnce in this work. I do most heartily believe that
this work, in all its norts, is the work of God, 2nd by His
divine aid, I am going to strive to be a more holy, humble )
and devoted man, that I, with mine, may go with this people
to the kinpgdom of God.

Your unworthy brother,

B. F. Snooklﬁ




It was on July 12, 1&¢5, only nine days after . con-

ference at Pilot Grove, that Elder Brinkerhoff also wrote his
smblic confession, ‘ritten in Lisbon, Iowa and addressed to
flder White, this confession was to be read by all Review and
Zerald readers:

On the 1Ath of Nay, 18A5, I visited your place to
attend the Genernl Conference, with my mind poisoned to
A considerable extent against you, and hence I was on the
lockecut to see if I could not find something by which I
by which I might have the wherewith to reprosch you.

After the Conference, my mind being still more poi-
soned, when I arrived home I began to circulate impressions
of vhat I had seen in Battle Creek, among my brethren in
Towa, such as that the church was getting proud, and
fashionable, and were not following out the testimonies.

I saw individuale with fashionable hets and bonnets, and
artificizls in them, but did not stop to in~uire vhether
they were of Rattle Creck or not, but in my state of mind
conveyed the idea that they were all of your place, Since
I have come inteo a position where I could stop and reflect
and investigate, I &m satisfied that said insinuations and
reflections were wrong, and that I have by my influence
placed you in a false position before the brethren of Iowa.

It certainly did appeAar to all involved that the Iowa
rebellion was now in the past. Both Elders Snook and Brinker-
hoff began actively working in evangelism in Tows.18 Since
thelr case had been referred to the General Conference Committee,
it was natural for them to be in o state of anticipation as to
their future work in comnection with the church. The General
lonference Committee at this time, however, consisted of only
three members. Sickness had hindered two of the Committee
members thus making it impossible for the Committee to meet

od Letermine the cases of Elders Snook and Brinkerhoff.lq

Althourh fully awa. of the problem, it was z difficult period
of time for Elders Snook and Erinkerhoff. During this time,
infidelity once again was nznifested as Elders Snook and Brinker-
hoff reverted to their previous ways and began teaching false
doctrines,

William S. Ingraham of Msrion, Iowa reports on January
7, 13AA of a meeting held in larion in order to ruestion Elder
Snook in regards to his beliefs and teachings. Elder Snook was
asked these ncuestions, to be @nswered by either yes or no:

1. Do you believe throt the tvo-horned beast of Revelation
13, is a symbol of our government?
The answer was, No.

2. Do you believe that Sunday-keeping, as you have preached
in the past, is the mark of the beast?
Answer, I am not decided.

3. Do you believe thst the seventh-day Sabbath is the seal
of the living God?
Answer, Not prepared to say.

4. Do you believe that the three messages af Revelation
14, were giveg before the preaching of VWm, Killer?
Answer, I do. 0

Elder Ingraham slso adds concerning Elder Snook's teachings:

Elder Snook takes the position that the third cngel's
message was fulfilled in part by the Waldenses. This posi-
tion will most surely involved a change of his faith on the
seven last plagues, I have not seen Elder Brinkerhoff, but
I am informed by those who have Efard him talk and preach,
thet he aprees with Elder Snook.

It is interesting to note that in Brother Ingraham's absence,
Elder Snook was well awore of his doctrinal stand, but when
ruestioned, like up above, he would refuse to state his beliefs,22

Letters began arriving at the Review and Herald office

from Iowa warning others of the dangers of heresy. One of the




sirst of these letters cmme from the West Union, Elpirn ind
xon churches:

wherens, Elders Snoox and Drinkerhoff, who have been
acknowledped presche zmong, us, have now rejected the
three angel's messages of Revelation 1L, saying they were
fulfilled in part br the Valdenses, and deny that the two-
horned beast of Revelation 13, is a symbol of the United
States, and deny thot the signs oromised by our Saviour,
lark 1F:17, were to come this side of the apostolic church;
therefore,

Resolved, that we, the undersigned, Seventh-day Adventist
churches, do hereby declere that we have no confidence in
those men, nor in their precent work of trying to null down
and destroy those plorious truths which we believe snd love,
Therefore we warn our brethren everywhere, to have no sym-
pathy nor fellowszhip with their unfruib[u% works of dark-
ness, but rather reprove them, Eph. 5:11, 3

Similar notices were soon sent by the Pnlestine, Vernon, Pilot
kove,ZL Knoxville, Fairfield,25 and Sandyville churches.?”
The Marion church perheps suffered the most as a result
¥ of the dichotomy. The results were disasterous to the younp
wnference--disfellowshipment.27 Although in 1865 the NMarion
¢hurch had reported 41 listed members,zg in the spring of 18hh
2 letter 45 written in the Review and Herald indicating thnt
despite the problems, there were still 18 faithful members in
the I'arion church.?? Lousshborough reports that the "Snook and
frinkerhoff Company", as they were called in that day, had
clzimed L5 members,3® It is doubtful that the Marion church
had pro;n so much in one year when apostasy was ramornt. The
soparent discrenancy in the total number of members in the

| #arion church is not knovm,

On June 3, 124/, 11 months after the previous onnunl

seeting, the Towa Conference once again met a2t Pilot Grove, Iown.

Because of the pueuwwo terchinps of Elders Snook and Brinkerhoff,

the following action wns trens

Wherces, lessrs, Snook and Brinkerhoff have onenly
renounced the work of the third angel's messcge, there-
fore 31

Resolved, that we drop their names from our minutes.

The specific implicntions of "drop their nsmes from our
minutes" is not known to the author. Disfellowshipment of the
"Snook an: Brinkerhoff Comnrany™ was in the nost, T assume thst
Elders Snook and Brinkerhoff were included in this disfellowship=
ment, Additionally, unless one's membership is held by the Con~
ference church, disfellowshipment would not occur at a conference
session., Presumably Flders Snook and Brinkerhoff were either
requested to surrender their ministerial credentials or the Iowa
Conference allowed their credentials to expire,

Because of Snook's claims that the Iowa Conference owed
him money, on Sunday June 10, 18AA at Pilot Grove, the cherges
were fully investipgated. Durin; Snook's tenure in office, he
was authorized to receive 512,00 per week with no travelling
budget. For the 39 weeks of work, Snook received $479.71 from
the Towo Conference besides $109.45 gifts. Although his travel-
ling expenses were $86.56, he still netted $502.50 or almost
$13.00 per week.32

The highest wage p:id to other ministers in other con-
ferences was 312,00 per week, Snook and Brinkerhoff had been
paid $15.00 per week, and in Snook's case, his was to be paid

to him cuartely in advance. Loughborough szid of Snook: "He




at home instend

.« his pay for one ~usrier, n»nd snent the time

of in the field".’3

v thic arranrement was enzily out

irto effect with Drinkerhol 2g the trensurer.

Snook, however, contended that gifts he received from
the brethren should not be counted in his salary. The Iowa
tonference contested that at 312,00 per week for 39 weeks,
snook should have received $4A3.00 instead of $479.71. Thus
Snook wns overpaid $11,71. Furthermorc, the committee asserted
thet Snook was being paid for the time he had caused a rebellion
and also for three months while he was at home. The committee
# resolved thot they owed Snook nothing, and that contrary to his
claims, it was Snook who had an indeb{edness. The indebtedness
to the Iowa Conference was 3130.01.3h Speaking of Snook's cha-
racter Ellen White said: "He gathered all he could from his bre-
thren, until he had been helped, through their liberalities, to
a valuable home,3?

VYhen the "Snook and Brinkerhoff Company" first started,

§ they opposed conference organization and. advocated the philosonhy
of "inderendence of the churches" with no higher authority than
their own membership., This philosophy did not succeed. How could
there be @ leader of the movement with no organization? Of whot
vzlue would be church administrotion if there were no adherentse?
fo one ¢uestioned but thot Dlders Snook and Brinkerhoff were the
leaders of this new movement, So we soon find them orpanizing

thurches, smsll conferences, and finally a General Confernnce.BA

12

The carcer of thege two men ras rather limited when
opposing the Seventh-dry idventist chureh. With their failure
in zdvocating “church indevendence", we find that in 2 few months
both Snook ond Brinkerhoff cbandoned their interests in the
Advocote because of lack of funds ond failure., Sabbath-keening
was also forsnken nlonp with other formerly-lLield principles,
Brinkerhoff engsged in temching and the study of law, while
Snook bepan preaching Universalism at $1000.30 a year. Later
it was reported that Snook's salary had been raised to $2000.00

a year, Because of their fa

ilure, Snook and Brinkerhoff begen
to divorce from the Marion !l‘ovement, but until new leadership
was found, chaos existed in the unsettled movement.

With both leaders deserting the Marion Movement, the
guestion looms into our minds: Whatever happened to this orga-
nization? The larion Movement's structure was based on discon=-
tentment, rejection of God's messages through the testimonies,
and greed. As G. I. Butler said when speaking of the Marion
Movement:

We can assure all prospective candidotes, you will meet
with a most cordial recention. Judging from the past, we
should not anticipate any very close inspecticn of your
character, if you only have one ruelification, --dislike
to the §3sions of lrs. White, and cen cenounce them strongly
enough.

Without the services of a Mr. Goodenough, the Marion
Movement would have collapsed after both Snook and Brinkerhoff
became Universalists and resigned their leadership posts. G. I.

Butler believed Goodenough's name was a misnomer.

Nevertheless,




enourh rescucd the floundering Povement and is reo nod to

w-vo bepun hic labors of “trouble-making" in certein Seventh-
Aéventist churches. Prior to his coming to Marion, he had
srectly desired to preach in the wisconcin Seventh-dny Adventirt
rches, but was denied the opportunity because of “certain
weeknesses in his character which prevented itv,38

For a period of time, all went well at Marion for the
fledpling movement., Congiderable preaching was done until 2
weer strufgle divided the orpanization. The General Conference
vwnt one way, and the Publishing Association another direction
¥ith the result of their church paper ceasing to be printed for
several months.39 In 1872, George I Butler wrote in the Review
x4 Herald:

They maintain an organization at Marion, and keen up
meetings. I know of no other place, but one, where they
keep up Sabbath meetings in this State. There were severnl
others, as Loporte City and Fairfield; but these are dried
up. + o o This company were rather unfortunate in their
original leaders. They had three ordained ministers in
this State at first. As these all became Universalists,

and none were ordained laboregs, so far as I know, left
here to carry on their work,4 .

Time is an element that determines success or failure.

%e Farion !ovement, or Church of God (Adventist) as it is known
tdoy, has been viewed up to this point in its juvenile years.

it this time, let us focus on the Church of God (Adventist) after
irty or forty years of work to determine their accomplishments.
iy this examination, we should be able to ascertnin whether the

thurch of God (Adventist) truly had a messape to the world and

ag to whether they 4 succeeded in proclaiming it.

Dy 1297 the Advocntne had dropped the word "Advent"

from its title and was now called the Sabbath Advocate: Within

a few years it agnin changnd its name to Bible Advocate, The
change in names appears to be significant as it corresponded
to » shift in relipgious beliefs. J. N. Loughborough reports
that in 1908, when he exsmined their reading material, the
entire list of reading material could have been purchased for
2 mere $2,20,41

Little is known of Frinkerhoff in his later years. The
Review 2nd Herald of Februery 23, 1869 reported that Brinkerhoff
had resumed the proctice of law in Laporte City. It also stated
that at least for the time being, he had given up preaching. A
Brother Starr of Iowa reported that on the d»y of his bsotism
into the Seventh~day Adventist church Brinkerhoff was present
and said to him:

'I am pglad to see you take your stand to go with this
people. They have the truth, and I zm corry I ever left
them, It is too late for me now to join them, I have
opposed them, and have trained my family in that opposition.
I could not meet that opposition from my family should I
take my position with this people.' And then_in sadness
he said, 'I am a lost wme=n'. He is now dead.

In 1903, two yeors after Snook!s death, J. N. Lough-
borough spoke to B, F. Snook's sister-in-law who stated that
Snook suffered intcnsely from dyspepsia the last three years
of his life. The affliction being so great that Snook longed
to die k3

:




15

It is extremecly c-¢ #5 we conzider Brinkerhoff's testi-

nony to Brother 5Starr and Snoox's last days of life. These two
men, however, were not the only ones to repret their decision

in opposing the Spirit of Frophecy or to long for desth. Another
leader of the larion Party end hesd supported it for mony yenrs
vwas W. Co Long. Elder Long cerved as ghe Genersl Conference
oresident of the Church of God in Stanberry, Hissouri. Elder

J. 8. Pouse, president of the Fissouri Conference of Seventh-

day Adventists from 1914-1914 recounts the following incident:

After the decth of Sister White, I went to the Long
home zt Stanberry, taking with me the book_Life Skotches
of Bllen'G, ¥hite. I told him [W. C. Long], as L €d
The book to nim, that I was going to room and board with
him until he rezd it through.

He said, 'That-is fine. I will read the book, but
I don't think I will be in any hurry.'

I was there in his parlor vhen he finished the book.

He l2id it on his knee and looked at the floor. Pretty
soon he reised up und said, 'One thing we will have to
acknowvledge--lirs, “hite was a good woman.'

T szid to him, 'Do you think a good woman would lie?'

He said, 'No.'

I said, 'When lrs. White said, "I was carried off in
vision, and the angel said" so and so; when she said, "I
saw” thus and so, do you think she told the truth, or do
you think she lied?® -

He replied, 'I think she told the truth. Ve have been
fighting a good woman and a good work.'

At this point his wife entered the room and began to
weep. She said, 'O, the thousands of dollazrs we have nut
into this movement and it is lost. We have made a mistake.
If we had only done as Brother and Sister Vhite wanted us
to. They were here and pleaded with us, but we would not
listen to them. We were stubborn. 0, the money we have
wasted.'

lie said, ‘'ilother, don't talk about the thousands of
dollars. That is nothing. I care not for thet. But when
a man comes to my position, and my ape, and realizes thot
he has wasted his life, throwvn it away, that is what worries
me. "'

1A

Hle trlked more riout his 'wasted life.' I soid to
him, 'Brother Long, you ccn atone for that, Come with
me, and we will go to the churches and tell your story.'
Hle said, 'I wish I could, but T crnnot do it, T ~anm
old and fechle, and lirve not the strenrth. I must have
the comforts of home snd the care of my wife and dsughters,*
He lived three or four years after that., I was called
from Lincoln, Nebrask to Stanberry, I'issouri, to preach
the funeral of Flder C. Long.

(Signed) J. 5. Rouse.
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SULMARY

“e have briefly surveyed the history of the Church of

idventist) in its embryonic stape. It is evident that

:léers 3nook and Brinkerhoff founded this church while in
¢1lion against the Spirit .of Prophecy and Elder White.
ir honesty is to be guestioned in their financial affairs
nc with their opznue answers when cuestioned about their
iefs and teachings.

Wiith these soiled personal characteristics of Snook
Erinkerhoff, we find these trnits infiltrating into the
cership of this young church. With such leaders, failure
F o Loomed into their presence and both men forsook the
ch they had established,

Groping for on existence, the church soon found

ders who assured its survival. In terms of growth, how-
we find the church yet staggering even after decades

1 existence,

"CONCLUSTON

Although the Church of God (Adventist) and.the Seventh-
day Adventist church were toth orpanized in the 18A0's, there
are very little similarities between the growth of these two
churches,

There is a reason for this contrast. Through the Spirit
of Prophecy, Cod was able to instruct His church into further
truth.and revelation of His will. Because of the Spirit of
Prophecy in the Seventh-day Adventist church, its leaders did
not suffer from s spiritual myopin.

How con Cod bless 2 church whose founders and consti-
tuents have rejected the avenues of guidance that God has pre-
pared for them? From its inception, the Church of God {Adventist)
stood condemned by its own leaders' personal testimonies of
their faith in the Spirit of Prophecy in times past.

Some might nuestion the sincerity of Snook and Brinker-
hoff's confessions. Were they truly apologetic for their deeds,
or was it only a facade., It is interesting to note that Elder
Snook made several public confessions for his deeds in the Review
and Herald between 1863 and 18A5, It is evident that evil powers
were working hard on his life. N
We must accept these men's confessions as repentence.

Apparently Snook &nd Brinkerhoff never fully removed the grudges
)

they held ogainst the Whites and the brethren. Although they




air =inn, they still harbored their pravious wayr, TOOTH
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